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CASE NO. 12-CV-6005 EMC 

DEFENDANT’S NOTICE OF CHANGE TO POLICY 

RELATED TO THE PENDING LITIGATION 
 

NOTICE OF CHANGE TO POLICY RELATED TO THE PENDING LITIGATION 

Defendants file this notice to inform the Court that all Army active-duty combat arms units 

have been removed from the Leader First assignment requirement challenged in Plaintiff’s Third 

Amended Complaint, see, e.g., Dkt. 122 ¶¶ 6, 34-44, 61-65.  More specifically, on November 28, 

2022, Army Headquarters issued an order directing all active-duty combat units to be removed 

from a Leaders First assignment requirement after 12 months of female soldier integration absent a 

specific request from the unit and approval from Army Headquarters.  Declaration of Lieutenant 

Colonel Samantha J. Frazier ¶ 4.  As of 6 December 2022, all active-duty combat arms units were 

removed from the Leader First assignment requirement.  Id.  This milestone discontinued the 

operation of the Leaders First assignment requirement in the active-duty Army and moved the 

Army to “Phase 4: Sustain and Optimize” the final or steady state phase of its March 9, 2016, 

gender integration plan where combat arms assignments are executed through gender-immaterial 

policies. Id. ¶ 5. 

 

DATED: March 10, 2023 Respectfully submitted, 

 

BRIAN M. BOYNTON 

Principle Deputy 

Assistant Attorney General 

 

ANTHONY J. COPPOLINO 

Deputy Branch Director 

 

/s/ Andrew E. Carmichael 

ANDREW E. CARMICHAEL, 

VA Bar No. 76578 

Senior Trial Counsel 

United States Department of Justice 

Civil Division, Federal Programs Branch 

1100 L Street NW 

Washington, DC 20005 

Phone: (202) 514-3346 

Fax: (202) 305-2685 

Email: andrew.e.carmichael@usdoj.gov 
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